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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Why the Declaration of Independence?

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]
U.S History Foundations

	NRS EFL(s)
3 – 6
	TIME FRAME
150 minutes

	Instruction 
	OBR ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.3.2

	Text Types and Purposes
	W.3.1

W.4.1

	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.3.1

S.4.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.3, R.4.1
R.3.5. R.4.2

R.5.2

R.6.1
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.3.8

W.4.8
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.3.8
R.3.12

R.4.8
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.3.4

L.3.6

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.3.14
R.4.10

R.3.7

R.4.13

R.5.12

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· Students will be able to summarize events leading up to the revolution.
· Students will be able to analyze historical documents identifying claim and evidence.
· Students will be able to make their own claim and support with evidence from multiple documents.
· Students will be able to accurately apply content specific vocabulary to their writing.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Teacher observation of student participation in discussion.
· Student completion of Why the Declaration of Independence? Vocabulary Words.
· Check for understanding: How would you sum up the American Revolution in one word? 
· Student completion of Why did the Founding Fathers write the Declaration of Independence? chart.
· Exit Ticket (attached).

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Students should be familiar with the following terms: Claim, Evidence, Warrant.
· Students should be familiar with various influential documents that were instrumental to early democracy: English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact, Fundamental Order of Connecticut, and briefly the Declaration of Independence and Articles of Confederation.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Have written on the board: “How would you sum up the American Revolution in one word?”   This question is going to come up throughout the lesson. Students should be aware that they will be answering this question at the end of the lesson.
2. Begin by showing students the brief video American Revolution: One Word 
a. Pass out the list of vocabulary to be used for today’s lesson. The first section is dedicated to words used in the video. 
b. Encourage students to write down inferences or definitions as we move through the lesson. 
3. Review the Why the Declaration of Independence? Vocabulary Words with students, encouraging them to make their own inferences based upon individual response in the video. Provide definitions and examples for students as needed.

4. Ask students to read pg. 78-79 in Common Core Basics: Social Studies to understand the causes and immediate effect of the American Revolution. 
a. Write key vocabulary on the board to review after students finish reading. 
b. Those who finish early can complete the cause and effect chart on pg. 83. 
5. Have students turn to pg. 20 in their book and look at the sample of the Virginia Declaration of Rights and Declaration of Independence.
a. Explain to students that these are primary documents, meaning they are original papers. 
b. Students should read the two passages and, working with a partner, make note of the similarities regarding the freedom of all humans and the right of people to govern themselves. 
c. With a partner, students can also answer the two questions:
i. Why do you think these documents are so similar?
ii. What does their similarity tell you about the individuals who wrote the two documents? 
6. Check for understanding: Return to the question: How would you sum up the American Revolution in one word? 
a. Students should write a response that makes their claim and supports it with evidence from the text (book). 
b. Students may use one of the words already supplied or come up with an original

c. Students will turn this in to you when finished for a quick understanding check. 

7. Students will take this one step further and compare/contrast two historians’ interpretations of why the Declaration of Independence was written. 
a. Handout the worksheet titled Why did the Founding Fathers write the Declaration of Independence? 

b. In partners or small groups, have students read both texts and complete the chart providing the evidence that supports the claim (“The Founding Fathers wrote the Declaration of Independence because…”). 
c. Review the findings as a class documenting evidence and claims on chart paper or the board.
8. Exit Ticket (attached)
	RESOURCES

White board/ chart paper
Markers

Internet access

Computer/laptop 

Projector/ability to project
Speakers
American revolution: One word [Video file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history/videos/american-revolution-one-word 
Student copies of Why the Declaration of Independence? Vocabulary Words (attached)

Common core basics: Building essential test readiness skills (Social Studies). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education.
Student copies of Historian’s interpretation #1 and #2: Modified Excerpts and chart
Why Did the Founding Fathers Write the Declaration of Independence? [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Declaration%20of%20Independence%20Lesson%20Plan_0.pdf 
Exit Ticket (attached)


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Partner students according to NRS levels to encourage different levels of discussion and pacing
· Handout vocabulary partially filled in 
· Higher level students can focus on writing their responses in multiple paragraphs with an introduction (thesis statement), lower level students can focus on writing a topic sentence and supporting details as evidence in a paragraph format.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Why the Declaration of Independence?

Vocabulary
1. Dissolve

2. Bands

3. Station

4. Impel

5. Self-evident

6. Endowed
7. Unalienable

8. To secure
9. Instituted
10. Deriving

11. Consent
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Exit Ticket


Why is the Constitution considered a “living document”?


The document changes every year


Amendments to the constitution allow for changes to be made when necessary


As long as the president is living the document will be as well


It is very difficult to change





Which of the following best describes the Federalist Papers?


Written by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay


Written to convince people of New York to support the new Constitution


Against the development of the Constitution 


Both A and B


Both A and C





Short Response:  What do you foresee being an amendment in future years and why do you think it is necessary?  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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